
St. Joseph’s Annual Bazaar and Holiday Showcase 

Provided Fun and Food For All Ages 

Friday, November 4, through Sunday, November 6, were busy days for our parish 
as we prepared for and hosted our annual bazaar and holiday showcase. This is 
the largest event of the year for our parish. What a joy to see the flourish of 
activity on Saturday as parishioners prepared tables in The Gathering Place, set up 
children’s games in Marian Hall, set up bingo and baked goods in the gym and 
peeled and sliced 700 pounds of potatoes in the kitchen. It was also heartwarming 
to watch parishioners drop off baked goods, pies, cakes and pop as donations for 
the event.  
 
Sunday morning started bright and early at 5:30 a.m. with parishioners coming in 
to haul and carve turkeys for the dinner. Potatoes, gravy, dressing and coleslaw 
were all prepared from scratch early in the morning in anticipation of our guests 
arriving at 11:00 a.m.  
 
In total, about 300 parishioners offered your time and talent to set up, cook, serve 
and clean up over a three day period. You logged an impressive 1,415 hours to 
make this another successful event for our parish. This equates to almost 177 
eight hour work days. WOW! This is a huge undertaking, but it is also a beautiful 
display of stewardship in action. We served approximately 1,200 meals that day 
and saw a flurry of activity in Marian Hall for the children’s games and in the gym 
for turkey bingo and the vendor fair.  
 
Thank you to all of you who made this event a huge success for our parish 
community! Turn the page for more pictures from the weekend. 

Stewardship is the grateful 
response of a Christian disciple 
who recognizes and receives 
God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes 
and tends them in a responsible 
and accountable manner, shares 
them in justice and love with 
others, and returns them with 
increase to the Lord. 
 
Individual members of the 
church collectively make up the 
Body of Christ. That body’s 
health and well-being are the 
responsibility of the members-
the personal responsibility of 
each one of us. We are ALL 
stewards of the Church. 
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Outreach—Our Parish Tradition 
By: Deacon Bill Beutler 

Outreach programs are one of the 
fundamentals of being Catholic. We 
are called to reach out to others. It is 
what we do as Catholics. It is what 
Christ is calling us to do. We are to be 
servants to all. So how does this look 
in our parish?  
 
As a Deacon, I have been ordained to 
be a servant. To some that may 
sound like a hard thing to fulfill. 
Whether or not it is hard to fulfill, I 
will tell you that without a doubt, it is 
the most rewarding thing that I do. I 
have no doubt that all of those from 
our parish who work with our 
outreach programs will agree with me 
on this. 
 
Our priests, deacons and lay ministers 
visit parishioners in their homes, in 
nursing homes, and in the hospitals 
when they are unable to come to us. 
 
We have a group of parishioners that 
visit St. Joseph parishioners in all of 
the area hospitals each day. We have 
a group of extraordinary ministers of 
Holy Communion that bring the 

precious Body of Christ to Eventide 
every Sunday. We have an even 
larger group that goes to Eventide 
each Friday and Sunday and escorts 
our parishioners to and from Mass 
in the chapel at Eventide. We have 
another group that escorts 
parishioners every Tuesday for Mass 
or a Communion service at 
Fairmont. Our deacons and several 
others do regular visits to our 
parishioners wherever they are in 
our community. 
 
I, as well as all of those who are 
involved in this outreach ministry, 
witness the appreciation of those 
we serve. When you do this 
ministry, you see in the eyes of 
those you serve what the real 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist 
means in their lives. 
 
There are several other outreach 
ministries that we do for the 
homeless. We reach out to the least 
of our sisters and brothers as Christ 
has called us to do. There are 
several parishioners who buy and 
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Endowments 

cook meals for the homeless 
who are staying at the Dorothy 
Day House of Hospitality in 
Moorhead. Parishioners from St. 
Joseph’s also prepare meals at 
Churches United for the 
Homeless. 
 
If you are interested in getting 
involved in Outreach ministries at 
St. Joseph’s, please contact me at 
the parish office at 218.236.5066. 
We are always in need of more 
involvement in this ministry. The 
rewards significantly outweigh the 
cost and effort required. 

St. Joseph’s parish community has an 
endowment fund through the Diocese of 
Crookston Catholic Community Foundation. 
Within our endowment, there are fourteen 
separate investment categories that 
support the named entities. Only the 
interest earned on these investments is 
used, which means the funds are never 
depleted. Interest is paid out twice a year to 
St. Joseph’s, in June and December. 
Endowments offer perpetual support to our 
parish and school. Gifts to honor someone 
special, living or deceased, make a great 
statement about that person’s values while 
impacting generations to come.   



As each one has received a 
special gift, employ it in 
serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. Whoever speaks 
is to do so as one who is 
speaking the utterances of 
God; whoever serves is to do 
so as one who is serving by 
the strength which God 
supplies; so that in all things 
God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom belongs 
the glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 

1 Peter 4:10-11 

“O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree...yup, the tree lot is open and we need help 
to sell those trees!“ Sigh, not that again.  But here is a secret—my kids LOVE to 
do this.  Instead of sitting in the warm camper and reading a book, our kids force us to 
play hide and seek. On occasion we get interrupted by people that want to buy a tree. 
Such hard work! 
 
I jest, but really we enjoy most of the activities in which we participate. Especially if we 
do it together as a family.  Hospitality is one of most enjoyable opportunities on our 
campus.  Once or twice a month, we go to Mass early, smile and say, “Hi!” to everyone 
that walks through the door.  If you have walked through our door, you were probably 
greeted at least four times, once from every child. 
 
As a Mom, I have the great pleasure of being the family spokesperson and helping our 
family get involved. I have taken full advantage of my position.  You will see, almost on 
a weekly basis, one child or another participating in the liturgy. Anna works in the 
nursery, Fletcher sings in two choirs, and Garrett has just begun to alter serve.  Oh yes, 
and that husband of mine can often be seen hauling trees, chairs, rags and mops. All in 
a day’s GOOD work. 
 
Seriously though, being a good steward can be challenging as well as fun. For example, I 
have been asked to put costumes together for our school Advent program.  I am not 
proficient at sewing, nor am I terribly creative. Saying “yes” to this has taken me way 
out of my comfort zone. I agreed to do it out of a sense of responsibility and, yes, a 
little guilt. But you know what?  I have found grace down there in the basement closet. 
By far the hardest part of stewardship is saying “yes.”  And the greatest reward is grace.  
Being open to stewardship also means being open to sharing God’s love. 
 
Advent is a great time to put our stewardship into perspective.  Mary said “yes” to the 
angel Gabriel.  She really didn’t know what she was getting into.  But she trusted the 
Lord with everything.  In doing that, humanity was saved from sin. A simple “Yes, I will 
do that,” led to the cross and our salvation. That is what God did with Mary’s “yes.” 
What will he do with yours? 
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ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

218 10th St. S. 

Moorhead, MN 56560 

 

218.236.5066 ph 

218.233.0717 fax 

 

www.stjoesmhd.com 

John and Kimberly 

Biby and family 


